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not at all difficult to reconstruct and revisualize it as
it was in its heyday-   Although it now occupies a bar-
ren desert area, there are reasons to think that, in its
day, Pachacamac was surrounded by fertile, produc-
tive lands and green fields.   The ruins cover an area
of several square miles of low rounded hills and nar-
row valleys, and spread upward on a steep, high,
partially artificial pyramidal eminence surmounted
by the Temple of the Sun.    One can still trace the
many well-graded, straight streets, the large plazas,
the courts and market-places, the palaces and tern-
pleSj the innumerable residences, the shops and store-
houses.    Within the roofless buildings,  beside  the
walls in the open desert, are thousands of graves.
For hundreds, perhaps thousands, of years the vast
population of the city, as well as hundreds of thou-
sands of pilgrims, died and were buried at Pacha-
camac, so it is little wonder that the entire spot is an
immense necropolis.   And as for centuries, scientists,
treasure-seekers, curio hunters, vandals and tourists
have been excavating and disinterring the mummies,
it is not surprising that Pachacamac to-day presents
the appearance of a vast charnel-house.   Everywhere
are   scattered   mummy-wrappings,   human   bones,
skulls and masses of human hair, as well as broken
pottery,  odds and ends of textiles,  cotton-spindles
and other objects cast aside by the seekers after treas-
ure and curios.   In many places the skulls and bones
are piled in windrows, and one can scarcely walk a
dozen yards without treading upon human remains.
From Pachacamac vast quantities of specimens of
Incan and pre-Incan handiwork have been obtained,
and no one can even guess at the aggregate worth of